Reading B
Standard 8
Benchmark 14.3 – Recognizing the function of introductory and concluding paragraphs in an essay
The Function of the Introductory and Concluding Paragraphs in an Essay

The beginning paragraph should contain the main idea of the essay presented in an interesting

manner. Generally, an introductory paragraph should contain at least 5 to 7 sentences beginning

with general statements and moving finally to a very specific thesis.


Purpose Of The Introductory Paragraph:

Attract the attention of the readers (promote interest).

Lead readers to the thesis by first dealing with the general subject.

State the thesis.

Functions of an Effective Introduction 

1. Appeals to a specific audience. 
2. Employs an interest device. 
3. appeals to the audience’s sense of authority (what they know)  
4. appeals to the audience’s sense of value (what they feel) 
5. Sets the tone or mood for the paper. 
6. Focuses to a thesis (a one-sentence summary of the paper that follows) 

How to Approach the Development of an Introductory Paragraph 

1. Identify an appropriate audience for the paper. 
2. Draft a thesis sentence. 
3. Identify key words and concepts related to the key words of the thesis which are familiar to or positively valued by the audience. 
4. Write a title that includes key words related to the broad subject area of the paper. 
5. Select an interest device related to the thesis and topic of discussion which will appeal to either or both the authority or the value of the subject to the audience. 

Concluding Paragraphs:
In a concluding paragraph, the writer rephrases the original thesis statement. A concluding paragraph is the writer’s final opportunity to reassert and emphasize the essay’s purpose. A good concluding paragraph (consisting of 5-7 sentences) ties all of the parts of an essay together, leaving the reader with a final thought or challenge.

PURPOSE OF THE CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH: (one or more of the following, depending

on the purpose of the essay: argumentative, descriptive, cause and effect, literary, etc.)

· Wrap up the paper and give it a sense of finality

· Emphasize the main point of the paper (echoing the thesis)
· Give the results of a chain of reasoning developed throughout the body: “Therefore, in light of these factors, there is only one conclusion we can reach...”
· Call for action in response to what is given in the body: “What, then, can we do about the Defense Department’s waste and corruption? We, the taxpayers, can...”
The Primary Role of Conclusions in an Essay

Like the introduction, a conclusion functions quite uniquely in any expository writing; its purpose is to bring a written discussion and the reader’s understanding of a composition to an effective sense of closure.

No matter the length of the communication, every writing must come to a formal end. Otherwise, the reader may be left bewildered, hanging off the end of the last page with a sense of incompleteness. Various techniques and patterns help structure a sense of finish in a writing, even in a single sentence. The level of generality of the last sentence and just the rhythm of its phrases may serve to give the reader a feeling of closure at the end of a paragraph, while a book-length writing may devote a whole chapter to wrapping up a discussion. In shorter essays, however, a concluding paragraph is usually sufficient to close a paper.

Functions of a Concluding Paragraph

Summary

Many students think first of summary when they approach the development of a conclusion. A summary of basic or key points in an essay—particularly those of a very complex discussion—is a helpful reminder of the writer’s interpretation and major development of a paper. For a brief paper, especially when the content is of a generalist nature, a summary will appear unnecessary and even perhaps a little patronizing, restating the obvious to the reader. A concluding paragraph can achieve closure through several other patterns of development in addition to summary.
Example 

	Sam Clemens was a paradoxical man, a human being commanded by as well as devoted to numerous passions. Some critics have claimed that those passions affected his writing, while others have strived to defend his conscious art and craftsmanship. At some mean between the extremities rests the truth of the matter. Yet one thing is certain; out in the West he became attuned to the customs, the idiosyncrasies, and the expectations of “plain” Americans, and before them—in the book, on the platform, and in the newspaper—he polished stylistic humorous devices which he later found useful to his art before audiences around the world. He had been warned, after his early San Francisco lecture, never to betray his audiences, but even as late as 1902, he was still drawing mileage from his “esophagus” treachery. In spite of much high-minded criticism, Mark Twain continued to employ throughout his lifetime the trademarks of his western brand of humor.


from “Vagrancy, Vagabondage, and Vigilance: Periods of Vice in the Style of Mark Twain” by Geoffrey Grimes. Journal of the American Studies Association of Texas. 1 (1970): 34-41.

Benchmark 14.3 Evaluation
1.  Which of the following is NOT one of the purposes of an introductory paragraph.
a.  attract the attention of the readers (promote)

b.  lead readers to the thesis by first dealing with the general subject.

c.  state the thesis.

d.  give a final summary of the essay

2.  Which of the following are functions of effective introductions:

a.  employs an interest device

b.  sets the tone or mood for the paper 

c.  appeals to a specific audience

d.  all of the above


e.  none of the above.

3.  Which of the following would  NOT be a good way to approach the development of an introductory paragraph?


a.  write a title that includes key words related to the broad subject area of the paper


b.  read another essay that is similar to yours and use the introductory paragraph of that essay instead

c.  draft a thesis sentence


d.  select an interest device that is related to the thesis and topic


e.  all of the above


4.  In concluding paragraphs, the writer rephrases the original thesis statement.


a.  True

b.  False


5.  A good concluding paragraph should consist of approximately:


a.  5 to 7 sentences


b.  13 to 18 sentence.


c.  13 to 18 words


d.  5 to seven words


e.  None of the above


6.  The concluding paragraph is the writer’s final chance to reassert and emphasize the essay’s purpose.


a.  True

b.  False


7.  Which of the following is NOT one of the purposes of the concluding paragraph?


a.  call for action in response to what is given in the body


b.  wrap up the paper and give it a sense of finality


c.  give the results of a chain of reasoning developed throughout the body


d.  emphasize the main point of the paper


e.  all of the above


f.   none of the above


8.  Summary is the only appropriate pattern of development for the concluding paragraph.


a.  True

b.  False


9.  Write (an appropriate introductory paragraph for an essay titled:  “What I Would Do If I Won the Lottery”:

10.  Write an appropriate concluding paragraph for an essay titled:  “What I Would Do If I Won the Lotter”.

